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Sunrise Ride 
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Board Meeting 
Durty Nellies 
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Presidents Corner - Chuck Prettyman 

April saw the first organized ride of the season led by Bill 
Ryan. There were 30 bikes including a large group of guests, 
probably friends of Bill. We traveled back to Oregon, Illinois, vis-
ited a park along the Rock River and had brunch at a local res-
taurant. Some of us rode to Savanna to visit the Iron Horse Social 
Club. You have to see it for yourself! 

There was one hitch to a great day; Eileen Perry's Harley Spor-
ster broke down. It had to be towed after problems she experi-
enced with her bike since purchasing it last year. That information 
was requested in order to provide Top Cats with a handle on what 
went wrong, and how it is being dealt with by the responsible 
dealerships. As of this writing, the bike was towed by a dealer in 
Rockford on Sunday and picked up by McHenry Harley on Route 
120. Eileen agreed to provide a chronology of the cause, repairs, 
and costs incurred to right the problem. 

It has been proposed that we (Top Cats Organization) should 
monitor some of the experiences our membership has regard-
ing the reliability of our motorcycles, regardless of brand, the 
response and performance of dealers involved and the outcome. 
That information should be shared with the members, as well as 
the dealers and the manufacturers. With a membership invest-
ment in excess of $2,000,000.00 in inventory of bikes and equip-
ment, Top Cats should let the dealers we frequent know that we 
appreciate good service and fair treatment; and we will be glad to 
share, via the ROAR, when that service and workmanship is less 
than we expect. More to Come! 

April also was the first month in several years the monthly meet-
ing was held at an alternate location. THANK YOU to America's 
Open Road for hosting our meeting. Owner Ross Schliesman pro-
vided some refreshments and an opportunity to enjoy His inven-
tory of Big Dog motorcycles. Several Top Cats also opened their 



Bikers Who Mean Business 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with 
similar interests. Members consist of responsible Leaders, 
Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Proprietors, Partners, Principals 
and CEO's and other "Top Cats" from large, medium and small 
organizations, institututions and companies. The content and 
opinions expressed in these articles are those of the authors 
and not necessarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

 

Hot Line: 847-622-3501 
www.TopCats.org  

 

Top Cats Mission Statement 
Top Cats of Illinois is a forum for the exchange of ideas that affect motorcyclists; fostering member 
development through networking, business, educational and social opportunities; and acts as a mo-
torcyclists' rights and interests advocate. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Chuck Prettyman topcats2003@aol.com  847-854-5929 
Vice-President Gary Brandt cgb002@comcast.net  847-546-9771 
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Secretary Keith Zawila keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  847-970-9026 
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COMMITTEE LEADERS 
Activities Karlene Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Advertising Carl Marcyan cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  312-218-5560 
Membership Bob Carmody bcarmody@email.com  312-642-9143 
Charity Ride Tom Malia tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 
Products Janet Riddick jriddick@wickes.com  847-548-8447 
Communications Don Schaffer numbersman@cjbs.com  847-564-1489 
ROAR Publication John LaMonica JohnlaMonica@rotary.org  847 566 6561 
Web Site Coordinator Kar & Scott Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Safety Chairman Wayne Kirkpatrick wkirkpa177@aol.com  847 854-4137 
Sgt. at Arms Bill Ryan ryanbuildr@aol.com  847-524-1044 
Awards Committee Mark & Lisa Sullivan marksulliy@aol.com  847-516-8682 
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Presidents Corner 
Continued 

wallets for some of Ross's accessories. 

The Board meeting was held at Durty Nellie's for 
the first time. With a commitment by the manage-
ment to improve our experience during meetings, 
we agreed to increase our use of the facility. 
Charity committee meetings are also held there. 
Can Safety be far behind? One location for all our 
scheduled meetings should simplify our schedul-
ing and improve our level of participation as well 
as owner relations. 

At the Board meeting focus was on the Top Cats 
annual September Charity Ride. Specifically, 
stimulating member participation was a concern. 
Several other clubs were mentioned and the fact 
that 50 to 80 members would be on hand on 
the day of their rides and during the planning. 
"Membership implied a certain responsibility to 
participate;" that's the response when asked how 
another club got everyone involved. The Charity 
Ride Committee includes the same people who 
are on the Activities, Roar, Web Site, Member-
ship, and Board of Directors. Why is that? 

Recently there was an article in the papers that 
the Dutch government prepared documents and 
(even) videos depicting the Dutch lifestyle. That 
included nudity and tolerance to many behaviors 
that are alien to certain would be immigrants. The 
message was this is who we are, if you don't like 
it or can't abide, maybe you should reconsider. 
It was directed to Muslims, in this case, but also 
distributed to others. Maybe those who choose 
to join Top Cats, as a riding club, did not realize 
there was an implied responsibility to participate. 
If that comes as a shock, maybe it's not too late 
to rethink your involvement. We look forward to 
seeing all the membership participate in one ac-
tivity, the annual ride and fundraiser. 

So many Roads, So Little Time 

Chuck Prettyman 

Vice Presidents Forum 
Gary Brandt 

We still have a great riding season ahead of 
us. However as of this writing we only have 13 
remaining Top Cats rides booked. Of these, many 
are overnight events or rides that have a select 
grouping. That leaves nearly 20 open weekend 
dates that are available to choose from. Last year 
we had 21 Top Cat rides, so we still have some 
work to do. In fact, aside from the annual Sturgis 
ride, we have only one ride booked for the entire 
month of August. 

So, for those looking for single day rides, we 
only have 8 remaining on the current schedule. It 
would be great to get another 6 or 7 booked. The 
progressive dinner ride and sunset ride are avail-
able for the taking. 

What this may tell us is we need more new road 
captain candidates. Have you been thinking 
about becoming a road captain but are intimi-
dated by what you have seen? There are plenty 
of people who will help you. But remember, not 
all rides need to be complex and have fancy food 
events. Not all rides require picture laced emails 
or need to be overnight stays. They don't have to 
end up at some unique landmark and the route 
doesn't have to be full of twisting turns. All you 
really need to do is take a bunch of people safely 
around for a few hours. Perhaps that favorite 
remote small town, or some hole in wall café. 

No other club in area has even come close to 
matching the ride opportunities that we have en-
joyed the past 3 years. If we are going to main-
tain that trend and keep our reputation as being a 
premier "riding club", we have to get some more 
people interested in leading rides and perhaps 
becoming road captains. Want to get a taste? 
Help out a road captain on a ride. Be a road cap-
tain in training. Attend the next Grass Class and 
stay for the road captain section. No other club 
has the training resources or experienced Senior 
Road Captains to help mentor you. 

Continued... 
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Vice President's Forum 
Not sure who to ask? See any board member or 
any of the activities team. Seek out one of our 
Senior Road Captains. Pick an open date and 
start the process. Ask any active road captain, it's 
really a lot of fun to lead a ride. 

Under Pressure 
By John Lunde 

M any years ago when I first joined Top Cats, 
I recall a senior member of the organization who 

would bet other riders that they didn't know within 
2 lbs. the current air pressure in their bikes' tires. 
Not understanding the significance of that dare, 
I dismissed it as typical bar room banter. I knew 
my tires air pressure (33 lbs. front, 36 lbs. rear) 

because I had learned some time earlier the 
hard way. You see, under-inflated tires, highway 
speeds and an abrupt evasive maneuver put me 
on the ground when the integrity (shape) of the 
tire failed because pushing down hard on my 

handlebars only accomplished pan-caking of my 
front tire, thus loosing traction and sending me 

sliding across 1-90 at rush hour. 

Why was my tire under-inflated? Well, I used to 
check my tires weekly and after 2-3 months of no 
change, I assumed I could forget about the air 
pressure. Well, when I became the dinner con-
versation for those who witnessed my acrobatics 
at 50+ mph, my tire pressure was more than 10 
lbs. below recommendation. What did I learn? 
Check your tire pressure regularly! 

What will under-inflated tires result in? 
lower gas mileage 
decreased handling (pan-caking) 
increased and/or uneven tire wear 
braking greatly reduced 
increased heat that the tire is exposed to 

What will over-inflated tires result in? 
less contact patch with the pavement 
higher heat the tire is exposed to and therefore 

greater degradation of the tire 
harder ride 
may effect handling characteristics 

There are a few things to keep in mind about tire 
pressure. 

Always check air pressure when the tire is cold 
and out of direct sunlight if possible. As a tire is 
ridden, it heats up and the air pressure will in-
crease. A bike parked in direct sunlight will also 
see a nominal increase in air pressure. Recom-
mended tire pressure is always for a COLD tire. 
If during a ride, you check your air pressure at 
a stop and find you're low, just fill to the recom- 
mended pressure for your bike then re-check and 
fill later when the tire has cooled down. 
Owners Manual vs. Side of tire pressure (im-
printed p.s.i.) recommendation. The tire pressure 
stamped on the side of the tire is the maximum 
p.s.i. for that tire and should not be confused with 
the recommended tire pressure. Your bikes' own-
ers' manual should be the source for pressure 
settings. The manufacturer has already calculat-
ed the bike weight, horsepower and torque for the 
size tire on your bike. There usually are sugges-
tions for solo and 2-up conditions (loaded) where 
you will increase p.s.i. slightly. 
Occasionally a tire manufacturer will re-design 
a tire and change the recommended settings for 
a particular bike. If this is the case, check their 
website often for updates and check with a trust-
ed mechanic for their input. Spoke rims tire have 
a tendency to loose (leak) air pressure more than 
solid rim tires. 
Buy a good tire gauge. Those pen-style gauges 
should just go into the trash. Getting a gauge with 
a bleeder valve makes getting the correct pres-
sure a lot easier. 
Have an air pump at your home so the tires can 
be filled when they're cold. 
Get in the habit of checking tire pressure ev-
ery time you ride. When you're down there also 
check that you haven't lost any wheel weights, 
the condition of the tread as well as any damage 
to the tires. 

Do you know within 2 lbs. the current tire pres-
sure in your bikes tires??? 
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FOR 

ROAD CAPTAIN 
On the w.--, 

for all your 
Rifler  

arget 
insurance needs." 

Insurance Agency, Inc. 

214$ Meacham Rd . 

Palatine, Illinois 60067 

Our preferred clients are Business owners. Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our client so often recommend us 
to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about the RE 
Target Insurance Agency. 

Randy S. Braun 

• 4.-611, 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 

building our 
business for over 

23 years! 

•  

Phone 847.925.9900 
Fax 847.925.9901 

E ach year several rides are repeated in 
theme, if not destination and route. One of those 
is the Annual Progressive Dinner Ride, which is 
THE largest ride with the greatest participation 
each year. (Sorry, fellas) 
This year should provide the same event, and it 
could have the same theme with a different twist. 
Taking 70 plus riders and passengers on an all 
day ride with four (4) stops can be daunting; but it 
can be fun when coordinated and run by a small 
group. 
More than one member can host a stop. Two or 
more Top Cats can team up and host the main 
course or any other part of the venue. A forest 
preserve or a restaurant can be used for a stop. 
Be creative; have fun planning an event that can 
change how we do what we do. A bushel of salad 
and French bread at a forest preserve or beach 
site would be easy enough to put together, and 
would be a great stop. Collect a fee and arrange 
for a small outdoor café to host another stop. 
STEP UP! Let's get the PDO on the calendar. 
Pick a date, and start to plan it now. 

Pick up rides are in season. Attention all Road 
Captains. You have the experience, show new 
members how it's done. Meet at Broken Oar (no, 
I have no $ interest, tho I wish I did) and lead a 
ride. There are dozens of old routes from previ-
ous charity rides, fall rides, and others that are 
available. 
If you want to be a Road Captain, we encourage 
you to pick a time and lead a ride. Start with your 
friends, ask for help and see how it goes. Too 
many people with Rockers are inactive. Some 
have moved, some are not in town a lot. In addi-
tion, some are lazy. The club needs more active 
road captains who are willing to make an effort. 
More rides, more captains, and smaller groups 
are a reasonable goal. Can you imagine three 
rides on the same day to different destinations? 
Can you? It would be great. 

-Chuck Prettyman 
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Board Meeting Minutes 

TopCats Board Meeting Minutes (April 11, 2006) 

Board Members: 
Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Lynn 
Adams, Windy Krepel, Tom Malia, 
Jim Heniff, Carlton Marcyan 
Absent: Don Schaffer, Keith Zawila 

Guests: No Guest in attendance 

Proceedings: 
The meeting was called to order with the Roll Call 
at 7:32 pm. 

The Minutes from the March meeting, previously 
distributed, were approved. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) reported on Acitivi-
ties. 
Articles for the ROAR will now be collected by 
John LaMonica. He will review and provide to 
Scott Swearingen who will continue to do the 
layout of the ROAR. Paul Mackowick will also 
start helping with the production of the ROAR this 
month. Windy submitted an article on behalf of 
the Board for the 
month of April, but it will not be included until May 
due to space availability. 
Our activities calendar currently has 8 rides for 
which the Activities Committee is trying find Road 
Captains. 
The number of available Road Captains and 
Senior Road Captains was discussed. There is 
a potential for 21 additional ride dates this year, if 
we can get the Road Captain leadership. Would 
like to promote the Road Captain training and 
what it takes to be a Road Captain. 
Board to reach out to the membership to try and 
get more involvement. 

Carlton Marcyan (Treasurer) - Reported on our fi-
nancials. The Profit and Loss statement received 
from Carlton was reviewed. 
Annual membership dues have been received 
and deposited. The Financial Report was ap-
proved as presented. 

No report from the Safety Committee in Keith's 
absence. 

Lynn Adams (Director) reported on Membership. 
There were no new applicants to present to the 
Board for April. There should be at least one to 
present for May. 

Tom Malia (Director) reported on Long Distance 
Rides and Charity. 
Long Distance Rides — Asked to clarify the objec-
tive and the effort of putting together the rides. 
Wants to encourage members to participate in 
the Colorado after Sturgis trip. So far 3 people 
have expressed interest. 
It was mentioned that some people have ex-
pressed an interest in creating rides, but are 
questioning whether they want to open the ride 
to the entire membership or perhaps might have 
a limited the number of invitees or riders orto a 
specific group. that they want to go. The Club 
is not going to get involved in such decisions, but 
will assist an individual in promoting/organizing a 
ride, if individuals elect to open it to the general 
membership. 
Charity Ride Update. A leader still has not 
emerged from the group. They will continue to 
move forward with Tom acting in the lead role. 
The excitement in the group is high. A committee 
meeting will be held April 12 at 7:15 to discuss 
additional details. Publicity committee has start-
edis making good progress. Venue has been 
selected (The Treehouse and Volo), 2007 bike 
will be raffled. Joe Rabanus will head the venue 
committee. May/June Membership meeting 
— Charity committee will have presentation. Fly-
ers and raffle tickets will need to be available at 
that meeting. Donations can also be made to the 
NISRA Foundation. 
Brian from NISRA took the suggestion of a Casi-
no Night (as another fund raiser) to his Board and 
they approved moving forward. 
It was recommended that the Top Cats focus on 
the Charity Ride first, and then start working on 
the Casino Night (which won't be until February-
ish). 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) reported on Advertis-
ing. 
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Ted Makarewicz and Glenn Aquino will be work-
ing on this. 

Communications — presented by Chuck Pretty-
man, in Don Schaffer's absences. We don't have 
a date for the Awards Banquet. Tom DeRosa and 
Mark Sullivan have been contacted to see who 
might be the successor for next years event. No 
one has been identified as of yet.are to work on 
this again this year. 

Windy Krepel (Director) reported on MSF 
TopCat Charity Ride is the same date as the MSF 
Bike Rodeo. Several instructors are currently 
participating on committees for the Rodeo and 
will not be able to participate on the day of the 
Charity Ride. MSF instructors have typically sold 
raffle tickets after classes. This will need to be 
done more discreetly this year. 

Jim Heniff (Past-President) 
No updates. 

Other Business: 
Dealer Analysis — Discussion about Eileen 
Perry's bike breakdown experience on Sun- 
day. Would like for the club to be able to help its 
members in situations where dealers may not be 
serving our members properly. Carl Marcyan to 
start writing an article in the ROAR for helping 
members get results at dealers. 

Gary Brandt — Mentioned that George Watts has 
volunteered to provide free radio advertising for 
the Top Cat's charity ride on his Sunday morning 
radio program. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 9, 7:30 
pm at Dirty Nelley's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted....Lynn Adams 

Sturgis - RSVP 
Hi Gang, 

As of the May meeting we are 33 days away from 
the 4 June cutoff for making hotel reservations for 
our annual pilgrimage to the Black Hills for Stur-
gis Bike Week and our annual banquet, right? 

Wrong! Follow me on this now...the way I'm 
figuring it, we work 8 hours a day, commute 3 
hours a day, sleep 8 hours a day so that leaves 
5 hours a day to make reservations for Sturgis. 
At 5 hours a day X 33 days = 165 hours. Divide 
that by 24 hours and we really only have 6.8 days 
left!!!! 

The Sturgis Committee really needs your RSVP 
and your commitment to make your reservations 
by 4 June so we can take advantage of our group 
rates and make our reservations for dinner on the 
way to Sturgis and for our annual banquet. 

The phone numbers and dates you'll need are... 

2 Aug 
Holiday Inn Manakato, MN 
www.holiday-inn.com/mankatomn  
(507 345-1234) 
$65/Night 

3 Aug 
Kelly Inn, Pierre, SD 
www.kellyinns.com  
(605 224-4140) 
$57Sgl / 61 Dbl 

4 Aug to ? 
Alex Johnson Hotel, Rapid City, SD 
(800 888-2539) 
Booking # 4222 
$190/Night 

Of course, by my reasoning, I only have 19 days 
left to plan, pre ride, make dinner reservations, 
and coordinate everything for our 2 Aug depar-
ture for Sturgis. 

Continued... 
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Through rain, sleet, heat, snow and hail a new 
Prate Roof will prevail. Let us help you protect one of your 

most prized possessions. To schedule a FREE estimate call 
847.526.6402 

10% discount on any sold work when you mention you 
are a "TOP CAT member. 

Expert Installations • Quality Materials • Dependable Service 

N S LAATIONS 

Commercial • Industrial • Residential 
PAY ONCE FOR QUALITY 
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Sturgis - RSVP - Cont 
The Sturgis Committee stands ready to help you 
with anything you need for the trip and as your 
source for the Sturgis Veterans pins, so don't 
hesitate to contact any of us at... 

Wayne Kirkpatrick - Ride Leader, 847 854-4137 
or wkirkpa177@aol.com  

Ken Glassman - Hotel Reservations, 847 394-
0326 or lhawkeye@aol.com  

Terry Kumro - Sturgis Day Events, 847 639-4009 
or tlizardkumro@aol.com  

Joe Rabanus-Annual Banquet/Entertainment, 
630 377-6228 or joe@rabanus.us  

See you on the highway!!! Traveler 

Telephone: (847) 229-9338 	Bryant Schroeder 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

-•r.,-IZT•sCs-al6grualw 
PERFORMANCE 

Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft • AN 
Harley-Davidson 

High Performance Engines • Dyno Testing 

10th Annual Top Cats/NISRA Charity Ride Raffle 
Benefiting Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association 

September 10, 2006 at Volo Auto Museum 

Grand Prize: 2007 Harley Davidson Road King Classic 
1st Prize: $1000 (one winner) 
2nd Prize: $500 (one winner) 
3rd Prize: $250 (one winner) 

Donation: $20 per ticket 
Winners need not be present 	Drawing - Day of Event 

Proceeds benefit NISRA Special Olympics Training Program 
Winner responsible for all licenses, taxes, delivery & title 

Because you can win a prize, the price of this ticket is not tax deductible 
For more info: www.topcats.org  
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General Meeting Minutes 
TopCats General Meeting Minutes (April 4, 2006) 

President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting to 
order at 7:31 pm at America's Open Road. 

We welcomed the following guests: 
Charlie Crawford (guest of Carl Marcyan), Jeff 
Butterfield (a returning guest of George Cumpa-
ta), and Brian Rainey (a past rider with us). 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) 
We have approx $11,000 in the general operating 
account, and $2,400 in the Charity account. 

Lynn Adams (Director) introduced Bob Carmody 
who reported we do not have any new members 
to report this month. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Scott Swearingen is the new coordinator for 
ROAR. He thanked Mike Bradbury for his past 
efforts. John Lamonica was introduced as 
ROAR's article coordinator. Please send any 
articles you want to include in ROAR to John at 
jlamonica2@comcast.net . 

Gary introduced Activities Chair Karlene Swear-
ingen. Karlene passed out an Upcoming Events 
calendar for April — May. 
Karlene reminded everyone of our next GRASS 
class on May 7th. 

Karlene then introduced various individuals who 
provided updates on upcoming rides (please 
check the website for further information on these 
events): 

Greg Smith mentioned the NISRA Treehouse 
Ride and Work (May 6th). He passed around a 
signup sheet for anyone who'd like to help (no 
skills required). 

Andy Konsewicz announced we will be raffling off 
a 2007 Road King Classic as part of our Charity 
Ride. Help is needed selling tickets. We're ask-
ing all members to sell at least 10 of our $20 tick-
ets. Tickets should be available around May 1st. 
The bike will be displayed at Suburban Harley in 

Palatine probably in August. 
Jim Heniff reminded everyone about this week-
end's Kick-Off ride to Oregon, Illinois. He also 
brought a copy of the Laconia News bulletin in 
case anyone was interested in that event. 

Jeff Butterfield presented information on the 
WINGS 6th Annual Benefit Ride (June 4th). This 
worthwhile event benefits the Women In Need 
organization. In addition to the ride, they'll have 
poker hands, lunch, chances to win a $100 bo-
nus prize, and are raffling off a 2006 Harley Road 
King Classic. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) passed out bro-
chures for his Peoria Overnight Ride (June 3rd). 
If you plan to attend, you'll need to book your 
reservations by May 3rd. 
Sandy Vernon reminded everyone about the La-
dies Brunch (April 23rd). 

Ken Glassman reminded us about the Little Stur-
gis Ride (June 16th), as well as the Sturgis ride in 
August. Please remember to book your reserva-
tions as soon as you can. Ken mentioned we'll 
have 'Veteran' pins available for purchase if you 
decide to go on the Sturgis ride this year. Ad-
ditionally, special 5 year and 10 year pins will be 
available to those individuals qualifying for them. 

John Lunde reminded us about the Rolling Thun-
der Challenge Run (April 30). He also mentioned 
there are still some Road Captain spots available 
for some of our rides this year. If you're interest-
ed, please sign up for a ride. 

Pam Cumpata presented information on the Little 
Angels' Ride (May 21st). We'll meet at the Cari-
bou Coffee in Lake in the Hills. From there, we'll 
head on to Woodstock HD. For the last 3 years, 
Top Cats has won the award as the club with the 
most bikes completing the ride. Let's keep that 
string going! Registration forms can be located 
at www.littleangels.org/pledgerun.  

Larry Scalzitti reminded everyone about the 
Saddle Sore 500 (April 29). 
Finally, don't forget about Pick-Up' rides. Just 
meet at the Broken Oar in Cary on a Saturday or 
Sunday between 8 and 10 to see who might be 
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General Meeting Minutes - cont. 

there to take a ride with. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Introduced Sandy Vernon who presented us with 
a safety tip. Please remember when you're riding 
to constantly 'scan' the road for potential hazards. 
Be aware of what's in front, behind, and around 
you. Don't focus on any one area for too long. 
Briefly check every spot you can, and make sure 
the road is clear for you to ride. 

Comments were taken from the floor. 
Chuck introduced Ross Schliesmann (owner of 
America's Open Road and our Host) who gave us 
an update on the dealership, Big Dog, Indian, and 
Victory motorcycles. Thanks very much to Ross 
for his hospitality! 

Our sincere condolences to Dan Meckl (Llori 
Hirschman's fiancée) on the passing of his Fa-
ther. 

We had our 50/50 raffle (congratulations to Dan 
Strickler). 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm. 

Respectfully submitted....Keith Zawila. 

a password to me. We've made a space for your 
picture to be included too. That doesn't not mean 
that your picture has to be displayed, only that 
it can be. You choose. That goes for any other 
info that we have. If, for any reason you don't 
want something to be accessible in general, just 
let me know. 

The membership team is also responsible for 
"Top Cats Products". Right now that mostly 
means getting our logo embroidered on your 
clothing articles. we also have an inventory of 
Top Cats patches and pins that you may buy. If 
you're interested in any of these things, send a 
note or let us know at the next ride or meeting. 

Mostly, let's get some new member activity roll-
ing. 

Happy Riding, 

Bob Carmody 

Future Road Captain or 
Star Trek Fan Club President? 

Membership 

THE HEART OF THE CAT 
This could be the best year ever! The club is 
already rolling, the weather is above average and 
at this writing the Cubs are leading their division. 
The Sox are doing well. So, let us share the 
potential of the 2006 Top Cats events with new 
folks. Bring them to the monthly meeting, bring to 
the next ride, just bring them 

The on-line membership database should be 
released soon. You're going to be amazed at it's 
new look and ease of use. You're going to need 
a password to use it, so send those requests for 
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TOP CATS SUNRISE RIDE 

Sunday May 7, 2006 

Road Captain: Tom "Top Cat" Malia 

Cell Phone: (847) 971-5766 

Sunrise: 	As per the U.S. Naval Observatory, is 5:40 AM CDT 

Weather: 	If the weather is bad, our expectation is to NOT go. Check with the Top Cats Hotline at 
(847) 622-3501 if the weather that morning is questionable. 

Highlights: This ride will be a 115 mile urban adventure that includes a sunrise on Lake Michigan 
and a tour down the lakefront on Chicago's famous Lakeshore Drive, where in the early morning 
hours we will take a quick tour past the City's scenic highlights and then head home. Including a stop 
for breakfast, we should be back in the Northwest suburbs no later than 12:00 noon. Bring your cam-
era. 

4:45 AM 	Meet at the Mobil station on the NW corner of Ela Road and Highway 12 in Lake Zurich 
gassed and ready to roll. 

5:00 AM 	Depart for Lake Forest and Forest Park-North entrance down to beach. This park is on 
Deerpath Road and the lakefront in eastern Lake Forest. 

5:40 AM 	Sunrise 

6:00 AM 	Depart Park and head south on Sheridan Road 

7:05 AM 	Breakfast at: Walker Brothers Pancake House 
153 Green Bay Rd 
Wilmette, IL 60091 

(847) 251-6000 

People not up for the early start could meet up with us here to join the rest of the ride. We will of 
course reserve the right to question your manhood for not joining the rest of us in the early morning 
darkness. 

After breakfast, approximately 8:15 AM, we are gong to ride south-largely on Sheridan Road-to Lake 
Shore Drive. We will stop in Lincoln Park, tour by Buckingham Fountain, the Science Museum, Sol-
dier Field, the Museum Campus, Navy Pier and Millennium Park. From Millennium Park, my plan is to 
head home on the Kennedy/Edens-unless people have other ideas?? - and wind up back in suburbia 
by approximately 12:00 noon. 
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Activities Calendar 
Date Ride/Event Location Destination Time Leader 

Tuesday, May 2 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Saturday, May 6 NISRA Treehouse Ride Twin Lakes - Palatine Barrington 8:30 AM Heller 

Tuesday, May 9 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Sunday, May 7 Sunrise Ride Mobile Station 12 & Ela Lake Forest 4:45 AM Malia 

Sunday, May 7 GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Case 

Saturday, May 20 PADRE Ride Twin Lakes - Palatine Dinner Estab- 
lishment 

1:15 PM Heller 

Sunday, May 21 Little Angels Ride Woodstock Harley Little Angels n/a None 

Saturday, May 27 Open Ride Date TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Sunday, May 28 Open Ride Date TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Saturday, June 3 Peoria Overnight NW Corner Rt 14 & 176 Peoria IL 8:30 AM Brandt 

Tuesday, June 6 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Saturday, June 10 Dubuque Ride TBD Dubuque IA TBD Heniff 

Tuesday, June 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Friday, June 16 Little Sturgis TBD Davenport IA TBD Glassman 

Saturday, June 24 Open Ride Date TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Sunday, June 25 GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Case 

0 

kli 	

Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011 

I'z I IN oNr., 

Keith Zawila 
1605 York Court 
Mundelein, IL 60060 
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